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Highlighting the species diversity, pricing trends, and
conservation concerns in a major ornamental fish hub
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The global ornamental fish trade presents
significant challenges to conservation. By
conducting quantitative market surveys in a
major ornamental fish trading hub, a total
of 540 freshwater fish species from 73
families were recorded. Species occurrence
was largely price-driven, with potentially
undescribed species dominating the
expensive/rare end of the market,
potentially influenced by the anthropogenic
allée effect. Alarmingly, 38% of recorded
species were either not evaluated or
classified as Data Deficient by the IUCN,
while 86 (16%) were potentially undescribed.
The significant proportion of these unknown
species is concerning because they could
be irreversibly exploited before the
implementation of appropriate regulatory
frameworks.
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